
Tariff preferences and rules of origin (EU-UK): Status 15.01.2021

Below we provide you with a non-binding 
overview of information on the subject of 
tariff preferences and rules of origin. Please 
note that case-specific deviations may occur. 
We recommend you to carry out your own 
research and contact your responsible main 
customs office.

On 24th December 2020, an agreement was 
reached on a trade and cooperation agree-
ment between the European Union and the 
United Kingdom, which is to enter into force 
on 1st January 2021.

The exchange of goods between the EU and 
the UK is duty-free if it can be proven that the 
goods comply with the rules of origin of the 
Trade and Cooperation Agreement (TCA).

The preferential rules of origin and procedure 
are governed by Title I, Chapter 2 (pp. 42-58) 
of the Agreement and are referred to as Artic-
les ORIG. 1ff. The list of product-specific rules, 
introductory notes and declarations on origin 
(page 551) can be found on pages 480ff. with 
the designations ANNEX ORIG-1 to ANNEX 
ORIG-6.

Following information has be published from 
German customs. For UK customers: Please 
contact your local customs office to ensure 
that you comply with the rules of origin for 
goods moving between the UK and the EU. 
Rules of origin for goods moving between the 
UK and EU.

 

Proof of preferential origin of goods:

The Proof of preferential origin is provided by 
a declaration of origin on a commercial docu-
ment (commercial invoice). There is currently 
no movement certificate EUR.1! For shipments 
with a value of more than 6,000 Euros, a regis-
tration as a „Registered Exporter (REX)“ at the 
responsible main customs office is required.  
 
For preferential shipments under 6,000 
Euros, declarations of origin can be issued  
without registration by the customs adminis-
tration. We generally recommend the regis-
tration as REX for the shipment of all goods. 
Precautionary we want to inform you, that 
you can not avoid REX registration by splitting 
up a consignment into several invoices with a 
value of goods under

6,000 Euros, cannot avoid.

In case you have not yet registered as a REX, 
you have to: 

apply for the number as REX (form 0442).

As soon as you receive a REX number, it 
must be indicated on a commercial docu-
ment (commercial invoice) describing the 
originating goods according to the rules 
in order to clearly identify them.

The REX number must be indicated in the 
specified notation on the declaration of 
origin. (Ex. DEREXxxxxxx)
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/rules-of-origin-for-goods-moving-between-the-uk-and-eu
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/rules-of-origin-for-goods-moving-between-the-uk-and-eu


Exporter‘s declaration:

Below is a non-binding text explaining the origin:
 
(Period: from______________________________________ to _______________________________________(1))

The exporter of the products covered by this document (Exporter Reference No _______ (2)) declares 
that, except where otherwise clearly indicated, these products are of __________ (3) preferential origin.

_____________________________________________________________(4)
(Place and date)

_____________________________________________________________
(Name of the exporter)

(1) If the declaration of origin is completed 
for multiple consignments of identical origi-
nating products within the meaning of Article 
ORIG.19(4) (b) (declaration of origin), the peri-
od of validity of the declaration of origin must 
be indicated. The period of validity shall not 
exceed 12 months. All imports of the product 
must take place within this period. If the indi-
cation of a period is not required, this infor-
mation is not necessary to be filled out.

(2) From a value of 6,000 Euros, please indi-
cate the reference number to identify the ex-
porter. For exporters from the EU this is the 
REX number. For British exporters this is the 
„GB EORI number

(3) Indicate the origin of the product: „Euro-
pean Union“ or „United Kingdom“.

(4) The place and date may be omitted if they 
are mentioned in the paper itself.

The declaration itself can be made in all  
national languages in accordance with ANNEX 
ORIG-4. Please note, that you have to check 
and then declare the preferential origin of each 
product.

Importer‘s declaration:
A further option of application of a preferent-
ial tariff treatment is the „Knowledge of the 
importer“ that a product originates in a cont-
racting party. This possibility comes into play, if 
the exporter as well as the importer are related 
companies.

Subsequent application:
If the exporter does not have a REX registra-
tion at the time of export, the preferential tariff 
treatment may also be granted retrospective-
ly in accordance with the conditions set out in 
ANNEX ORIG.18a. be applied for.
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