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Do you have business relationship with the UK? 

This can be both inbound and outbound deliveries to 
and from the UK 

Evaluate your future customs-related Volume of 
consignments. 

■ Customer and consignment structure 

■ Item sizes

■ Volume development

■ Value of goods

■ Own customs clearance

■ Procedure 

Incoterms 

For a smooth process we recommend the use the Inco-
terms: FCA and DAP.

EXW: Please check who is responsible for the export 
handling. Furthermore, you should clarify whether ad-
ditional tax requirements have to be met in the country 
of departure. 

DDP: This Incoterm is only possible in exceptional ca-
ses. It is essential that you clarify the assumption of 
costs and liability and please take into account that ad-
ditional tax requirements may arise in the country of 
destination. 

Further information on all Incoterms

Get in touch with your business partners.

Clarify who is responsible for customs clearance of im-
port or export deliveries. 

The customs declaration can be made by the business 
partners themselves or an authorised representative 
(agent).

Contact us if you are the ordering party of the transport 
and if it is not clear who will handle the customs decla-
ration for your business partner. 

Commercial documents relevant to customs law 

To ensure smooth processing, please ensure that the 
commercial invoice contains the following information 
in addition to the general invoice data:

■ EORI number of the business partners

■ Sender and recipient with contact details

■ The number and type of packages

■ Detailed description of goods

■ TARIC code (customs tariff number) 

■ Net/gross weight per TARIC code

■ Country of origin

■ Currency

■ Tariff preferences and rules of origin (EU-UK) 
(If	your	goods	can	be	shown	to	comply	with	the	rules	
of	origin	of	the	free	trade	agreement	-	see	
„Tariff	preferences	and	rules	of	origin	(EU-UK)“	Page	4

Shipping documents

Besides the commercial invoice, the following docu-
ments are important: 

■ Export document 

■ Consignment note

Optional:

■ Preferential document if there is a preferential ag-
reement between the countries concerned

■ product-specific documents

The fingerpost to the  
best possible preparation
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https://iccwbo.org/resources-for-business/incoterms-rules/incoterms-2020/


EORI number

The EORI number means „Registration and Identifica-
tion Number for Economic Operators“ and must always 
be provided as a customs procedure identification num-
ber by the companies. 

Applying for an EORI number in Germany

Applying for an EORI number in GB

TARIC product classification

The TARIC code is necessary to identify the rules to be 
applied when importing or exporting goods from the EU 
and to determine the rate of duty. 

All products must be assigned the correct customs tariff 
classification in accordance with TARIC and the Harmo-
nised System (HS).  

TARIC online database  

EIDR (concerns UK customers only) 

The importers have to keep records of all his imports 
by themselves.  The final import declaration has to be 
made within 6 month.  

For further information 

Information on customs duties 

Please Calculate and research possible customs duties 
in advance: 

UK to EU: TARIC 

EU to UK: UK Global Tariff

Simplified customs declaration 

You can apply for a simplified customs declaration pro-
cedure of exported and imported goods. 

You can request a simplification: 

For customers in Germany:

Export of the goods:

■ Simplification for the export of the goods

Import of the goods:

■ Granting a deferred payment

For customers in UK:

Export of the goods: 

■ National Export System (NES)

Import of the goods: 

■ EIDHR

■ CSFP with formal approval

■ Downstream VAT calculation

Customs deferral account  

By using a customs deferral account you can postpone 
the payment of any import duties. 

Further information and the application form can be 
found via the following links:

Application form of customs deferral account in DE

Application from of customs deferral account in UK 

Goods with special controls

If you wish to send goods (e.g. foods of animal and ve-
getable origin, purchase tax of goods such as tobacco 
and alcohol like intermediate products, etc.) which are 
subject to special controls, please inform us because of 
the special customs procedures which may be required.

 

Use of a bonded warehouse 

By using a bonded warehouse you can postpone the di-
rect payment of customs duties to a later date. 

In the transit country direct customs duties can be avoi-
ded, while goods from a third country are temporarily 
stored in a customs warehouse and then exported to 
another third country.

Customs Information
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https://www.zoll.de/DE/Fachthemen/Zoelle/EORI-Nummer/Beantragung-einer-EORI-Nummer/beantragung-einer-eori-nummer_node.html
https://www.gov.uk/eori
https://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/dds2/taric/taric_consultation.jsp?Lang=en
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/using-simplified-declarations-for-imports
https://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/dds2/taric/taric_consultation.jsp?Lang=en
https://www.check-future-uk-trade-tariffs.service.gov.uk/tariff
https://www.zoll.de/DE/Fachthemen/Zoelle/Zollverfahren/Ausfuhrverfahren/Warenausfuhr-zweistufiges-Verfahren/Vereinfachungen/vereinfachungen_node.html
https://www.zoll.de/DE/Fachthemen/Zoelle/Abgabenerhebung/Zahlung-der-Abgaben/Mit-Zahlungserleichterung/mit-zahlungserleichterung_node.html
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/export-declarations-and-the-national-export-system-export-procedures
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/using-simplified-declarations-for-imports
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/using-simplified-declarations-for-imports
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/using-simplified-declarations-for-imports
https://www.zoll.de/DE/Fachthemen/Zoelle/Abgabenerhebung/Zahlung-der-Abgaben/Mit-Zahlungserleichterung/mit-zahlungserleichterung_node.html
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/how-to-use-your-duty-deferment-account
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Tariff preferences and rules of origin (EU-UK)
Below we provide you with a non-binding 
overview of information on the subject of 
tariff preferences and rules of origin. Please 
note that case-specific deviations may occur. 
We recommend you to carry out your own 
research and contact your responsible main 
customs office.

On 24th December 2020, an agreement was 
reached on a trade and cooperation agree-
ment between the European Union and the 
United Kingdom, which is to enter into force 
on 1st January 2021.

The exchange of goods between the EU and 
the UK is duty-free if it can be proven that the 
goods comply with the rules of origin of the 
Trade and Cooperation Agreement (TCA).

The preferential rules of origin and procedure 
are governed by Title I, Chapter 2 (pp. 42-58) 
of the Agreement and are referred to as Artic-
les ORIG. 1ff. The list of product-specific rules, 
introductory notes and declarations on origin 
(page 551) can be found on pages 480ff. with 
the designations ANNEX ORIG-1 to ANNEX 
ORIG-6.

Following information has be published from 
German customs. For UK customers: Please 
contact your local customs office to ensure 
that you comply with the rules of origin for 
goods moving between the UK and the EU. 
Rules of origin for goods moving between the 
UK and EU.

 

Proof of preferential origin of goods:

The Proof of preferential origin is provided by 
a declaration of origin on a commercial docu-
ment (commercial invoice). There is currently 
no movement certificate EUR.1! For shipments 
with a value of more than 6,000 Euros, a regis-
tration as a „Registered Exporter (REX)“ at the 
responsible main customs office is required.  
 
For preferential shipments under 6,000 
Euros, declarations of origin can be issued  
without registration by the customs adminis-
tration. We generally recommend the regis-
tration as REX for the shipment of all goods. 
Precautionary we want to inform you, that 
you can not avoid REX registration by splitting 
up a consignment into several invoices with a 
value of goods under

6,000 Euros, cannot avoid.

In case you have not yet registered as a REX, 
you have to: 

apply for the number as REX (form 0442).

As soon as you receive a REX number, it 
must be indicated on a commercial docu-
ment (commercial invoice) describing the 
originating goods according to the rules 
in order to clearly identify them.

The REX number must be indicated in the 
specified notation on the declaration of 
origin. (Ex. DEREXxxxxxx)

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/rules-of-origin-for-goods-moving-between-the-uk-and-eu
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/rules-of-origin-for-goods-moving-between-the-uk-and-eu


Exporter‘s declaration:

Below is a non-binding text explaining the origin:
 
(Period:	from______________________________________	to	_______________________________________(1))

The	exporter	of	the	products	covered	by	this	document	(Exporter	Reference	No	_______	(2))	declares	
that,	except	where	otherwise	clearly	indicated,	these	products	are	of	__________	(3)	preferential	origin.

_____________________________________________________________(4)
(Place	and	date)

_____________________________________________________________
(Name	of	the	exporter)

(1) If the declaration of origin is completed 
for multiple consignments of identical origi-
nating products within the meaning of Article 
ORIG.19(4) (b) (declaration of origin), the peri-
od of validity of the declaration of origin must 
be indicated. The period of validity shall not 
exceed 12 months. All imports of the product 
must take place within this period. If the indi-
cation of a period is not required, this infor-
mation is not necessary to be filled out.

(2) From a value of 6,000 Euros, please indi-
cate the reference number to identify the ex-
porter. For exporters from the EU this is the 
REX number. For British exporters this is the 
„GB EORI number

(3) Indicate the origin of the product: „Euro-
pean Union“ or „United Kingdom“.

(4) The place and date may be omitted if they 
are mentioned in the paper itself.

The declaration itself can be made in all  
national languages in accordance with ANNEX 
ORIG-4. Please note, that you have to check 
and then declare the preferential origin of each 
product.

Importer‘s declaration:
A further option of application of a preferential 
tariff treatment is the „Knowledge of the im-
porter“ that a product originates in a contrac-
ting party. This possibility comes into play, if 
the exporter as well as the importer are related 
companies.

Subsequent application:
If the exporter does not have a REX registra-
tion at the time of export, the preferential tariff 
treatment may also be granted retrospective-
ly in accordance with the conditions set out in 
ANNEX ORIG.18a. be applied for.
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Your personal MBS contact person: 

Evelyn Bodmann
Department  England 
phone: +49-2203-9338-230
E-Mail: evelyn.bodmann@mbslogistics.com 

Jan Kathage 
Department  England 
phone: +49-2203-9338-232
E-Mail: jan.kathage@mbslogistics.com
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Additional measures in preparation
Invoice verification

You are welcome to send us your preliminary invoice for 
a non-binding check. Each invoice helps to avoid possi-
ble sources of error and blocks the work in the process. 

Please send your preliminary invoice to: 

Brexit@mbslogistics.com

Customs clearance

We are happy to execute the handling your exports and 
imports, as well as the preparation of the relevant cus-
toms clearance documents.  

For this we need the authority as follows:

Customs authorisation of  the export declarations

Customs authorisation to make import declarations

Wooden packaging 

Please note that packaging made of wood is not allowed 
for import, export, reuse and return of wood packaging 
must comply with certain guidelines. Below you will 
find non-binding information. From 1st January 2021, all 
wood packaging moving between the EU and UK must 
meet the ISPM15 international standards (IPPC) through 
appropriate heat treatment and marking. The mar-
king „IPPC“ must be permanently and legibly affixed to 
wood packaging on two opposite sides of the packaging.  
Further information can be found here. 

Marking and labelling

Products such as foodstuffs (e.g. animal products, hops, 
wine, etc.), seeds or industrial products are subject to 
special marking and labelling. 

You can find the guidelines here

mailto:evelyn.bodmann%40mbslogistics.com?subject=Brexit
mailto:jan.kathage%40mbslogistics.com?subject=Brexit
mailto:Brexit%40mbslogistics.com?subject=Brexit
https://www.mbslogistics.com/content/download/347/file/K%C3%B6ln%20-%20ZOLLVOLLMACHT%20zum%20Erstellen%20von%20Ausfuhranmeldungen.pdf
https://www.mbslogistics.com/content/download/348/file/K%C3%B6ln%20-%20ZOLLVOLLMACHT%20zum%20Erstellen%20von%20Einfuhranmeldungen.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/wood-packaging-import-export
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/labelling-and-marketing-standards-from-1-january-2021

